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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Warren Burnam, Jr. on Aug. 26, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) For use in a radio access network of a first operator 
network ha ving cells which are eli g ible for utilization bv a user equipment unit (UE) 
which is in a connected mode and which subscribes to a second operator network, a 
method comprising: 

designating as a restricted cell any cell of the first operator network for which the 
second. operator network has a competing cell; 

rejecting attempted utilization bv the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes 
to the second operator network of the restricted ce-U The method of claim 1. • 

wherein, with respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the 
second operator network, the step of rejecting comprises rejecting one of (1) handover to 
the restricted cell, and (2) cell/URA updating by the user equipment unit (UE) via the 
restricted cell. 



3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is in 
one of a cell_DCH state, a ceUFACH state, a cell_PCH state, and a URAPCH state. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein when the second operator network 
attempts to perform a handover to a target cell of the first operator network with respect 
to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator network, the 
method further comprises: 

obtaining an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

using the IMSI to determine at the first operator network whether the target cell is 
a restricted cell; and if so; 

rejecting the handover. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

obtaining the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and the identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller 
(SRNC) of an initiating operator network; 

determining at a controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator 
network whether the target cell is a restricted cell 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is in a 
cell DCH state, further comprising obtaining the international mobile subscriber identity 
(IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the identification of the target cell from a RL 
SETUP REQUEST message issued by the source radio network controller (SRNC) of the 
initiating operator network. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of detennining at the 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network whether the 
target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

obtaining a operator network code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 

consulting a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) 
to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user equipment unit 
(UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein when an initiating operator network 
attempts to perform moveover of a SRNC role to a radio network controller (RNC) of the 
first operator network, the method further comprises: 

obtaining, from a core network, an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) 
of the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

determining at the first operator network whether the target cell is a restricted cell; 
and if so; 

notifying the core network that the moveover is rejected. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising obtaining the international 
mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the identification 
of the target cell in a RELOCATION REQUEST message from the core network. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising determining at a 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network whether the 
target cell is a restricted cell 

11. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of determining at the 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network whether the 
target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

obtaining a PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 

consulting a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) 
to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user equipment unit 
(UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is in 
one of a cell_DCH state, a cell_FACH state, a cellJ>CH state, and a URA_PCH state. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein when the user equipment unit (UE) 
attempts to perform a cell/URA update relative to a target cell of the first operator 
network, the method further comprises: 

obtaining an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

determining at the first operator network whether the target cell is a restricted cell; 
and if so; 

rejecting the update is rejected. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

obtaining the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and the identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller 
(SRNC) of an initiating operator network; 

determining at a controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator 
network whether the target cell is a restricted cell 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is in 
one of a cell FACH state and a cell PCH state, and further comprising obtaining the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell from a COMMON TRANSPORT CHANNEL 
RESOURCES REQUEST message issued by the source radio network controller (SRNC) 
of the initiating operator network. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of determining at the 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network whether the 
target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

obtaining a PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 

consulting a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) 
to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user equipment unit 
(UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising generating a message 
which rejects the cell update and advises that the cell is restricted. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the attempted 
utilization by the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator 
network of the restricted cell is an attempted cell reselection by the user equipment unit 
(UE), and further comprising transmitting an identification of the restricted cell from the 
first operator network to the user equipment unit (UE). 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, further comprising transmitting the 
identification of the restricted cell from the first operator network to the user equipment 
unit (UE) upon an attempted location registration by the user equipment unit (UE). 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18, further comprising transmitting the 
identification of the restricted cell from the first operator network to the user equipment 
unit (UE) when transmitting a message to the user equipment unit (UE) which rejects an 
attempted cell update by the user equipment unit (UE). 

21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Currently Amended) A radio access network of a first operator network 
having cells which are eligible for utilization by a user equipment unit (UE) which is in a 
connected mode and which subscribes to a second operator network; the network 
comprising: 

means for designating as a restricted cell any cell of the first operator network for 
which the second operator network has a competing cell: 

means for rejecting at tempted utilization bv the user equipment unit CUE) which 
subscribes to the second opera tor network of the restricted ce.U.: The apparatus of claim 21. 

wherein with respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the 
second operator network, the means for rejecting rejects one of (1) handover to the 
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restricted cell, and (2) cell/URA updating by the user equipment unit (UE) via the 
restricted cell. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell DCH state, a cell_FACH state, a cell PCH state, and a URAPCH state. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein an initiating operator network 
attempts to perform a handover to a target cell of the first operator network with respect 
to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator network, the 
apparatus further comprises: 

means for obtaining, from the initiating operator network, an international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the 
target cell; 

means for using the IMSI to determine at the first operator network whether the 
target cell is a restricted cell; and if so; 
means for rejecting the handover. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the means for obtaining obtains 
the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and 
the identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of the 
initiating operator network, and wherein the means for using the IMSI to determine 
whether the target cell is a restricted cell is situated at a controlling radio network 
controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in a cell_DCH state, and wherein the means for obtaining obtains the international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the identification of the 
target cell from a RL SETUP REQUEST message issued by the source radio network 
controller (SRNC) of the initiating operator network. 
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27. (Original) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the means for using the IMSI to 
determine whether the target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

means for obtaining a PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 

a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) which is 
consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user 
equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein an initiating operator network 
attempts to perform relocation of a SRNC role to a radio network controller (RNC) of the 
first operator network, and wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

means for obtaining, from a core network, an international mobile subscriber 
identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

means for determining at the first operator network whether the target cell is a 
restricted cell; and if so; 

means for notifying the core network that the relocation is rejected. 

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the means for obtaining obtains 
the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and 
the identification of the target cell in a RELOCATION REQUEST message from the core 
network. 

30. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the means for determining is 
situated at a controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

31. (Original) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the means for determining 
whether the target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

means for obtaining a PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 

a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) which is 
consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user 
equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 
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32. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell_DCH state, a cell^FACH state, a cell_PCH state, and a URA PCH state. 

33. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) 
attempts to perform a cell/URA update with respect to a target cell of the first operator 
network, and wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

means for obtaining, from an initiating operator network, an international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the 
target cell; 

means for detennining at the first operator network whether the target cell is a 
restricted cell; and if so; 

means for providing a notification that the update is rejected. 

34. (Original) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the means for obtaining obtains 
the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and 
the identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of the 
second operator network; and wherein the means for determining is situated at a 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

35. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell FACH state and a cell PCH state, and wherein the means for obtaining 
obtains the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit 
(UE) and the identification of the target cell from a COMMON TRANSPORT 
CHANNEL RESOURCES REQUEST message issued by the source radio network 
controller (SRNC) of the second operator network. 



36. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the means for detennining 
whether the target cell is a restricted cell comprises: 

means for obtaining a PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); 
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a table maintained by the controlling radio network controller (CRNC) which is 
consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible for handover for the user 
equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

37. (Original) The apparatus of claim 34, further comprising means for generating 
a message which rejects the update and advises that the target cell is restricted. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 24-22, wherein the attempted 
utilization by the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator 
network of the restricted cell is an attempted cell reselection by the user equipment unit 
(UE), and further comprising means for transmitting an identification of the restricted cell 
from the first operator network to the user equipment unit (UE). 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the means for transmitting the 
identification of the restricted cell from the first operator network to the user equipment 
unit (UE) transmits upon an attempted location registration by the user equipment unit 
(UE). 

40. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the means for transmitting the 
identification of the restricted cell from the first operator network to the user equipment 
unit (UE) transmits the identification of the restricted cell when transmitting a message to 
the user equipment unit (UE) which rejects an attempted cell update by the user 
equipment unit (UE). 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) A radio access network of a first oper ator networ k, the 
network comprising: 

at least one base station having a radio fr equency signal monitored by a user 
equipment unit (UE), the user equipment unit (UE) being in a connected mode and 
subscribing to a second operator network: 
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a control node which controls the at least one base station: 

a PLMN filter which rejects attempted utilization, by the user equipment unit (l)E) 
which subscribes to the second operator network, of a restricted cell of the first operator 
network, the restricted cell being a cell of the first operator network for which the second 
operator network has a competing cell; The apparatus of claim -4-k 

wherein with respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the 
second operator network, the PLMN filter rejects one of (1) handover to the restricted 
cell, and (2) cell/URA updating by the user equipment unit (UE) via the restricted cell. 

43. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein PLMN filter operates when the 
user equipment unit (UE) is in one of a cell DCH state, a cell FACH state, a cell_PCH 
state, and a URA_PCH state. 

44. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein when an initiating operator 
network attempts to perform a handover to a target cell of the first operator network with 
respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator network, 
the PLMN filter: 

obtains, from the initiating operator network, an international mobile subscriber 
identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

uses the IMSI to deterrnine at the first operator network whether the target cell is a 
restricted cell; and if so; 

notifies the initiating operator network that the handover is rejected. 

45. (Original) The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the PLMN filter obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of the 
initiating operator network, and wherein the PLMN filter uses the IMSI to determine 
whether the target cell is a restricted cell is situated at a controlling radio network 
controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 
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46. (Original) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in a cell DCH state, and wherein the PLMN filter obtains the international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the identification of the 
target cell from a RL SETUP REQUEST message issued by the source radio network 
controller (SRNC) of the initiating operator network. 

47. (Original) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the PLMN filter obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the PLMN 
filter comprises a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible 
for handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

48. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein when the initiating operator 
network attempts to perform moveover of a SRNC role to a radio network controller 
(RNC) of the first operator network, the PLMN filter: 

obtains, from a core network, an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of 
the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 
determines whether the target cell is a restricted cell; and if so; 
notifies the core network that the moveover is rejected. 

49. (Original) The apparatus of claim 48, wherein the PLMN filter obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell in a RELOCATION REQUEST message from the core 
network. 

50. (Original) The apparatus of claim 48, wherein the PLMN filter is situated at a 
controlling radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

5 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 50, wherein the PLMN filter obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the PLMN 
filter comprises a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible 
for handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 
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52. (Original) The apparatus of claim 48, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell_DCH state, a cell_FACH state, a cell_PCH state, and a URA_PCH state. 

53. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein when the user equipment unit 
(UE) attempts to perform a cell/URA update with respect to a target cell of the first 
operator network, the PLMN filter: 

obtains an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

determines whether the target cell is a restricted cell; and if so; 
provides a notification that the update is rejected. 

54. (Original) The apparatus of claim 53, wherein the PLMN filter obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of an 
initiating operator network; and wherein the PLMN filter is situated at a controlling radio 
network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

55. (Original) The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell_FACH state and a cell_PCH state, and wherein the PLMN filter obtains 
the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and 
the identification of the target cell from a COMMON TRANSPORT CHANNEL 
RESOURCES REQUEST message issued by the source radio network controller (SRNC) 
of the initiating operator network. 

56. (Original) The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the PLMN filter obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the PLMN 
filter comprises a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible 
for handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 
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57. (Original) The apparatus of claim 54, wherein the PLMN filter generates a 
message which rejects the update and advises that the target cell is restricted. 

58. (Cancelled) 

59. (Currently Amended) A control node of a radio access network of a first 
oper a tor network which rejects attempted utilization, bv a user equipment unit (XJE) 
which subscribes to the second operator network, of a restricted cell of the first operator 
network, the restricted cell being a cell of the first operator network for which the second 
operator network has a competing cel l The apparatus of claim 5&; 

wherein with respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the 
initiating operator network, the control node rejects one of (1) handover to the restricted 
cell, and (2) cell/URA updating by the user equipment unit (UE) via the restricted cell. 

60. (Original) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the control node rejects the 
attempted utilization when the user equipment unit (UE) is in one of a cell DCH state, a 
cell_FACH state, a cell _PCH state, and a URA_PCH state. 

61. (Original) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein when an initiating operator 
network attempts to perform a handover to a target cell of the first operator network with 
respect to the user equipment unit (UE) which subscribes to the second operator network, 
the control node: 

obtains an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

uses the IMSI to determine at the first operator network whether the target cell is a 
restricted cell; and if so; 

notifies the initiating operator network that the handover is rejected. 

62. (Original) The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the control node obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of the 
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initiating operator network, and wherein the control node uses the IMSI to determine 
whether the target cell is a restricted cell is situated at a controlling radio network 
controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

63. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in a cell DCH state, and wherein the control node obtains the international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the identification of the 
target cell from a RL SETUP REQUEST message issued by the source radio network 
controller (SRNC) of the initiating operator network. 

64. (Original) The apparatus of claim 62, wherein the control node obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the control 
node has a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible for 
handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

65. (Original) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein when an initiating operator 
network attempts to perform relocation of a SRNC role to a radio network controller 
(RNC) of the first operator network, the control node: 

obtains, from a core network, an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of 
the user equipment unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 
determines whether the target cell is a restricted cell; and if so; 
notifies the core network that the relocation is rejected. 

66. (Original) The apparatus of claim 65, wherein the control node obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell in a RELOCATION REQUEST message from the core 
network. 

67. (Original) The apparatus of claim 65, wherein the control node is a controlling 
radio network controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 
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68. (Original) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the control node obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the control 
node comprises a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible 
for handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

69. (Original) The apparatus of claim 65, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cell_DCH state, a cell_FACH state, a cell_PCH state, and a URA_PCH state. 

70. (Original) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein when the user equipment unit 
(UE) attempts to perform a cell/URA update relative to a target cell of the first operator 
network, the control node: 

obtains an international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment 
unit (UE) and an identification of the target cell; 

determines whether the target cell is a restricted cell; and if so; 
provides a notification that the update is rejected. 

71. (Original) The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the control node obtains the 
international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and the 
identification of the target cell from a source radio network controller (SRNC) of an 
initiating operator network; and wherein the control node is a controlling radio network 
controller (CRNC) of the first operator network. 

72. (Original) The apparatus of claim 71, wherein the user equipment unit (UE) is 
in one of a cellFACH state and a cellPCH state, and wherein the control node obtains 
the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) of the user equipment unit (UE) and 
the identification of the target cell from a COMMON TRANSPORT CHANNEL 
RESOURCES REQUEST message issued by the source radio network controller (SRNC) 
of the initiating operator network. 

73. (Original) The apparatus of claim 71, wherein the control node obtains a 
PLMN code from the IMSI of the user equipment unit (UE); and wherein the control 
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node comprises a table which is consulted to determine whether the target cell is eligible 
for handover for the user equipment unit (UE) on the basis of the obtained PLMN code. 

74. (Original) The apparatus of claim 71, wherein the control node generates a 
message which rejects the update and advises that the target cell is restricted. 

75. (Cancelled) 

76. (Cancelled) 

77. (Cancelled) 

78. (Cancelled) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CongVan Tran whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7871 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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